Australian Urban Design Protocol 
Comments from GHD 

BROADENING OF THE DEFINITION OF URBAN DESIGN

The Urban Design Protocol document seeks to establish a series of definitions and “a common language for urban design”. The definition of urban design in the draft document is too narrow with a focus on built form and, in response, we offer a broader definition for consideration.

Urban Design is a process that guides the development of human settlement. It is an inclusive process that addresses all aspects of society in considering how the settlement is developed, including social, economic, environmental and physical aspects. It operates at many scales and involves many different disciplines. Urban design can be undertaken wherever people live – in an urban, suburban or rural environment. Urban designers direct the contribution of various groups to guide the evolution of a place to a particular state.

Whilst urban design deals with built form it must also address other critical aspects such as urban planning, economics, culture, identity, environment, etc. 

CONVERSION INTO PRACTICE

The Urban Design Protocol should advocate and promote a more holistic approach to the process of urban design to ensure multidisciplinary input at each stage. 

SEPARATION OF URBAN DESIGN AND ARCHITECTURE

Architecture is only one of many disciplines that contribute to the urban design process. Architectural design is only one aspect of human settlement that is informed by urban design. We recommend that the section on architecture be omitted from the Urban Design Protocol document or, conversely, other contributors to the urban design process such as urban planners, traffic engineers and economists should be defined as well. 

URBAN DESIGN THEN URBAN FORM

The section defining “Aspects of urban form” should be moved to the end of the document after the sections on urban design and urban design principles. This section on urban form is very useful but only addresses a specific portion of the urban design process.

LIVEABILITY AS HIGHEST PRIORITY

Liveability should be placed first in the list of goals.

